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The Bulgars themselves, like all Finno-Ugrian tribes, were
composed of clans, and the Khan was little more than the
leader of the most powerful clan, though Asperuch's
dynasty, the House of Dulo, enjoyed a special prestige,
owing, no doubt, to its probable descent from Attila himself.
How much culture the Bulgars brought with them is
uncertain. The buildings erected by the Bulgar Khans in the
ninth century are reminiscent of Sassanid architecture and
it has been suggested that the Bulgars derived their art
from the lands north of the Caucasus where they were settled
in the sixth century. But we know that in the ninth century,
the date of the earliest Danubian Bulgar buildings, there were
many Armenians in the employ of the Bulgar Khan: the
Armenians were great builders, and their art long preserved
Sassanid features. It is thus probably simplest to explain
early Bulgarian architecture as the work of Armenian
employees of the Khan. In the other arts nothing has been
preserved which might elucidate the problem of the charac-
ter and sources of early Bulgarian civilization.1
The slow encroachment of the Bulgars continued through-
out the early years of the eighth century. But in 739 the old
royal dynasty, the House of Dulo, died out. Its first succes-
sor, a boyar called Kormisosh, managed to maintain himself
till his death in 756, but henceforward disputed successions
and civil wars became frequent. Moreover the Empire was
being reorganized under the great Isaurian sovereigns, and
the Saracens had for the moment been checked. In 755 the
Emperor Constantine V was ready to turn his attention to
Bulgaria. At the time of his death twenty years later after a
series of glorious campaigns he had confined the Bulgars to
the northern slopes of the Balkan mountains and had reforti-
fied a long line of fortresses to hem them in, Mesembria,
Develtus, Berrhoea, Philippopolis, and Sardica. Only the
coup degrace remained to be given. In 777 the Bulgar Khan
himself fled to the imperial Court, and accepted baptism and
a Greek bride. Now was the Empire's opportunity. A
vigorous missionary policy backed by the imperial army
would probably have brought all Bulgaria into a state of
political and cultural vassaldom and then absorption could
i Except possibly the bas-relief horseman on the cliff side at Madara.

